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ABSTRACT  

This paper delves into the crucial role of the right to information (RTI) in addressing gender-

based crimes. With a focus on its significance in promoting transparency, accountability, and 

empowerment, this paper examines how access to information can contribute to preventing and 

addressing various forms of gender-based violence and discrimination. Through a thorough 

literature review, case studies, and empirical analysis, this paper explores the effectiveness of 

RTI laws and mechanisms in facilitating gender justice, enhancing victim support services, and 

holding perpetrators accountable. Furthermore, it analyzes the challenges and opportunities 

associated with implementing RTI in the context of gender-based crimes, considering socio-

cultural, legal, and institutional factors. The paper concludes with recommendations for 

policymakers, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders to harness the potential of RTI 

in combating gender-based violence and promoting gender equality. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Gender-based crimes, encompassing a range of offenses such as sexual violence, domestic abuse, 

and discrimination, persist as significant challenges in societies worldwide, violating 

fundamental human rights and perpetuating gender inequalities. In recent years, the Right to 

Information (RTI) has emerged as a pivotal tool in addressing these crimes by promoting 

transparency, accountability, and access to justice. This comprehensive analysis seeks to explore 

the multifaceted role of RTI in combating gender-based crimes, delving into its impact on 

empowering survivors, holding perpetrators accountable, and fostering systemic change within 

legal frameworks and societal norms. 

The Right to Information (RTI) plays a crucial role in empowering survivors of gender-based 

crimes by providing them with access to information about their rights, available support services, 

and avenues for seeking justice. By enabling individuals to access information about their legal 

rights and available resources, RTI empowers survivors to make informed decisions about their 

options for seeking redress and support, thus helping to mitigate the barriers they may face in 

accessing justice. 
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Furthermore, RTI serves as a mechanism for holding perpetrators of gender-based crimes 

accountable by facilitating access to information about cases of violence and discrimination, 

investigations, and legal proceedings. By promoting transparency and accountability within law 

enforcement agencies and judicial systems, RTI enables survivors, civil society organizations, 

and the public to monitor the handling of cases, identify shortcomings or biases in investigations 

and prosecutions, and advocate for accountability and redress for survivors. 

Moreover, RTI contributes to fostering systemic change within legal frameworks and societal 

norms by facilitating access to information about policies, laws, and practices related to gender-

based violence and discrimination. Through the dissemination of information and data on the 

prevalence and impact of these crimes, RTI supports advocacy efforts aimed at reforming legal 

frameworks, strengthening protections for survivors, and challenging discriminatory attitudes and 

practices that perpetuate gender-based violence. 

Through an examination of relevant literature, case studies, and theoretical frameworks, this 

analysis aims to shed light on the potential of RTI to serve as a catalyst for advancing gender 

equality and combating violence against women and marginalized gender identities. By 

promoting transparency, accountability, and access to information, RTI has the capacity to 

empower survivors, hold perpetrators accountable, and foster systemic change within legal 

frameworks and societal norms, ultimately contributing to the prevention and elimination of 

gender-based crimes worldwide. 

The first section of this analysis will offer an in-depth examination of gender-based crimes, 

shedding light on their prevalence, underlying causes, and the profound impact they have on 

individuals and societies. Utilizing statistical data and scholarly research, this section will 

underscore the pressing need to address these crimes and emphasize the significance of adopting 

a comprehensive approach that encompasses legal, social, and cultural dimensions. 

Gender-based crimes, which include but are not limited to sexual violence, domestic abuse, and 

discrimination, continue to be pervasive issues worldwide, affecting individuals of all genders 

and age groups. Statistical data from various sources, such as international organizations, 

government reports, and academic studies, reveal the alarming frequency and scope of these 

crimes, highlighting their widespread occurrence across different geographical regions and socio-

economic contexts. 

Moreover, scholarly research has identified a multitude of factors that contribute to the 

perpetuation of gender-based crimes, including deep-rooted societal norms, unequal power 

dynamics, systemic inequalities, and cultural attitudes that condone or normalize violence and 

discrimination against marginalized gender identities. These underlying causes not only fuel the 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|March 2024 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 

Page | 7  
 

 

 

prevalence of gender-based crimes but also create barriers to accessing justice and support for 

survivors, perpetuating cycles of violence and impunity. 

The detrimental effects of gender-based crimes extend beyond the immediate physical and 

psychological harm inflicted on survivors, encompassing broader social and economic 

repercussions for individuals and communities. Research has demonstrated that survivors of 

gender-based violence often experience long-term physical and mental health consequences, 

including chronic pain, trauma-related disorders, and increased vulnerability to further 

victimization. 

Furthermore, gender-based crimes impose significant economic costs on societies, stemming 

from healthcare expenses, loss of productivity, decreased educational attainment, and strained 

social services. These crimes also undermine social cohesion and trust, eroding the fabric of 

communities and hindering efforts to achieve sustainable development and inclusive growth. 

In light of the pervasive nature and devastating impact of gender-based crimes, it is imperative to 

adopt a holistic approach that addresses the complex interplay of legal, social, and cultural factors 

underlying these phenomena. This entails not only strengthening legal frameworks and law 

enforcement mechanisms to ensure accountability for perpetrators but also challenging 

discriminatory attitudes and norms through targeted education, awareness-raising, and 

community-based interventions. 

By examining statistical data and scholarly research, this section of the analysis will underscore 

the urgency of addressing gender-based crimes and emphasize the importance of adopting a 

comprehensive approach that addresses the root causes and systemic inequalities perpetuating 

these phenomena. Only through concerted efforts across multiple fronts can societies effectively 

combat gender-based crimes and advance towards a more just, equitable, and inclusive future for 

all individuals, regardless of gender identity or expression. 

The second section of this analysis will introduce the concept of the Right to Information (RTI) 

and trace its evolution as a fundamental human right enshrined in international law and various 

national constitutions. Through a historical lens, this section will explore the development of RTI 

as a tool for promoting transparency, accountability, and citizen empowerment. Additionally, it 

will delve into the intersectionality of RTI with gender rights, emphasizing the crucial role of 

information access in addressing systemic inequalities and discrimination faced by women and 

other marginalized gender identities. 

The Right to Information (RTI) is a fundamental human right that enables individuals to access 

information held by public authorities and institutions, facilitating transparency, accountability, 

and citizen participation in governance processes. The recognition of RTI as a universal human 
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right has evolved over time, with significant milestones in international human rights law and 

various national constitutions. 

One of the foundational documents affirming the right to information is the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (UDHR), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. Article 19 

of the UDHR recognizes the right to freedom of expression, including the right to seek, receive, 

and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. This provision 

laid the groundwork for the recognition of RTI as an integral component of freedom of expression 

and a cornerstone of democratic governance. 

Subsequent international human rights instruments, such as the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (ICESCR), further codified the right to information as part of the broader framework of 

civil and political rights and economic, social, and cultural rights, respectively. These treaties 

recognize the importance of access to information for the enjoyment of other human rights, 

including the right to participate in public affairs, the right to education, and the right to health. 

At the national level, many countries have enshrined the right to information in their constitutions 

or enacted specific legislation to guarantee access to information held by public authorities. The 

adoption of RTI laws and policies reflects a growing recognition of the importance of 

transparency, accountability, and citizen participation in democratic governance and decision-

making processes. 

Moreover, the intersectionality of RTI with gender rights is increasingly recognized as essential 

for addressing systemic inequalities and discrimination faced by women and other marginalized 

gender identities. Access to information plays a critical role in empowering individuals to 

advocate for their rights, challenge discriminatory practices, and hold governments and 

institutions accountable for addressing gender-based disparities and injustices. 

For women, in particular, access to information can enhance their ability to make informed 

decisions about their health, education, economic opportunities, and participation in public and 

political life. RTI can also support efforts to address gender-based violence and discrimination 

by enabling survivors to access information about their legal rights, available support services, 

and avenues for seeking redress. 

The second section of this analysis will provide an overview of the evolution of the Right to 

Information (RTI) as a fundamental human right enshrined in international law and various 

national constitutions. It will explore the historical development of RTI as a tool for promoting 

transparency, accountability, and citizen empowerment, while also examining its intersectionality 

with gender rights and its role in addressing systemic inequalities and discrimination faced by 
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women and other marginalized gender identities. 

Building upon the foundation established in the previous sections, the third section of this analysis 

will delve into the specific mechanisms through which the Right to Information (RTI) can 

contribute to combating gender-based crimes. Drawing upon case studies and empirical evidence, 

this section will explore how access to information can empower survivors by enabling them to 

seek redress, access support services, and engage with legal processes effectively. Furthermore, 

it will examine the pivotal role of RTI in exposing instances of gender-based violence, holding 

perpetrators accountable, and catalyzing institutional reforms aimed at preventing future crimes. 

Access to information plays a crucial role in empowering survivors of gender-based crimes by 

providing them with the necessary knowledge and resources to seek redress and access support 

services. Case studies and empirical research have demonstrated that survivors who have access 

to information about their legal rights, available support services, and avenues for seeking redress 

are better equipped to navigate the complex and often daunting process of reporting incidents of 

violence, accessing medical and psychological support, and engaging with legal proceedings. 

Moreover, RTI can serve as a powerful tool for exposing instances of gender-based violence and 

holding perpetrators accountable for their actions. Access to information about cases of violence, 

investigations, and legal proceedings enables survivors, civil society organizations, and the public 

to monitor the handling of cases, identify shortcomings or biases in investigations and 

prosecutions, and advocate for accountability and redress for survivors. 

Case studies from various contexts have highlighted the transformative impact of RTI in 

catalyzing institutional reforms aimed at preventing gender-based crimes and promoting a culture 

of accountability within law enforcement agencies and judicial systems. By promoting 

transparency and accountability, RTI can incentivize governments and institutions to adopt 

measures to prevent gender-based violence, strengthen protections for survivors, and enhance the 

responsiveness of justice systems to the needs of survivors. 

Furthermore, RTI can facilitate the collection and dissemination of data on the prevalence and 

impact of gender-based violence, informing evidence-based policy-making and advocacy efforts 

aimed at addressing systemic inequalities and discrimination. By shedding light on the root causes 

and consequences of gender-based crimes, RTI can contribute to the development and 

implementation of comprehensive strategies to prevent and address these phenomena effectively. 

The third section of this analysis will analyze the specific mechanisms through which the Right 

to Information (RTI) can contribute to combating gender-based crimes. Drawing upon case 

studies and empirical evidence, this section will explore how access to information can empower 

survivors, expose instances of violence, hold perpetrators accountable, and catalyze institutional 
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reforms aimed at preventing future crimes. Through its transformative potential, RTI has the 

capacity to play a pivotal role in advancing gender equality and combating violence against 

women and marginalized gender identities. 

The fourth section of this analysis will delve into the challenges and limitations associated with 

leveraging the Right to Information (RTI) to address gender-based crimes. This section will 

critically evaluate barriers such as bureaucratic hurdles, lack of awareness among survivors, and 

potential backlash from entrenched power structures. Additionally, it will examine the role of 

digital technologies and online platforms in both facilitating and impeding access to information 

related to gender-based crimes. 

One of the primary challenges in leveraging RTI to address gender-based crimes is the presence 

of bureaucratic hurdles and administrative barriers that impede access to information. In many 

cases, survivors may encounter challenges in navigating complex procedures and bureaucratic 

processes to access information about their rights, available support services, and legal options. 

Moreover, government agencies and institutions may impose restrictions on the release of 

information related to cases of gender-based violence, citing reasons such as privacy concerns or 

national security. 

Another significant barrier is the lack of awareness among survivors about their rights and the 

availability of RTI mechanisms to access information related to gender-based crimes. Survivors 

may not be aware of their right to access information or the procedures for filing RTI requests, 

which can hinder their ability to seek redress, access support services, and engage with legal 

processes effectively. Addressing this barrier requires targeted awareness-raising efforts to 

educate survivors about their rights and empower them to exercise their right to information. 

Furthermore, leveraging RTI to address gender-based crimes may face resistance and potential 

backlash from entrenched power structures, including government officials, law enforcement 

agencies, and other actors with vested interests in maintaining the status quo. These actors may 

perceive efforts to promote transparency, accountability, and access to information as threatening 

to their authority or reputation, leading to attempts to suppress or obstruct access to information 

related to gender-based crimes. 

Moreover, the role of digital technologies and online platforms in facilitating access to 

information about gender-based crimes is complex and nuanced. While digital technologies have 

the potential to democratize access to information and empower survivors by providing them 

with digital tools to file RTI requests and access information online, they also present challenges 

related to digital literacy, cybersecurity, and privacy concerns. Additionally, online platforms 

may be used to disseminate misinformation, perpetuate harmful stereotypes, and facilitate online 
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harassment and abuse, exacerbating vulnerabilities for survivors of gender-based violence. 

The fourth section of this analysis will critically evaluate the challenges and limitations associated 

with leveraging RTI to address gender-based crimes. This section will examine barriers such as 

bureaucratic hurdles, lack of awareness among survivors, and potential backlash from entrenched 

power structures. Additionally, it will explore the role of digital technologies and online platforms 

in both facilitating and impeding access to information related to gender-based crimes, 

highlighting the complexities and nuances of navigating these digital spaces in the context of 

combating gender-based violence. 

In the fifth section of this analysis, we will explore best practices and innovative approaches for 

maximizing the impact of the Right to Information (RTI) in combating gender-based crimes. 

Through comparative analysis and case studies from diverse geographic contexts, this section 

will highlight strategies for strengthening legal frameworks, enhancing institutional capacity, and 

fostering partnerships between government agencies, civil society organizations, and the media. 

One effective approach to maximizing the impact of RTI in combating gender-based crimes is to 

strengthen legal frameworks by enacting comprehensive RTI laws that explicitly recognize 

access to information related to gender-based violence as a fundamental right. These laws should 

establish clear procedures for filing RTI requests, mandate proactive disclosure of information 

related to gender-based crimes by government agencies and institutions, and establish 

mechanisms for appealing denials of information requests. 

Moreover, enhancing institutional capacity is essential for ensuring the effective implementation 

of RTI laws and promoting transparency and accountability in addressing gender-based crimes. 

This includes providing training and capacity-building programs for government officials, law 

enforcement agencies, and judicial authorities on the importance of RTI in combating gender-

based violence, as well as developing specialized units or focal points within government 

agencies responsible for handling information requests related to gender-based crimes. 

Furthermore, fostering partnerships between government agencies, civil society organizations, 

and the media is crucial for leveraging RTI to combat gender-based crimes effectively. 

Collaborative efforts can include initiatives to raise awareness about the right to information 

among survivors of gender-based violence and provide them with support and guidance in filing 

RTI requests, as well as advocacy campaigns to promote transparency and accountability in 

addressing gender-based crimes and hold perpetrators accountable. 

Case studies from diverse geographic contexts can provide valuable insights into best practices 

and innovative approaches for maximizing the impact of RTI in combating gender-based crimes. 

For example, initiatives such as the "Gender Inequality Index" developed by the United Nations 
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Development Programme (UNDP) can serve as a model for leveraging RTI to collect and 

disseminate data on the prevalence and impact of gender-based violence, inform evidence-based 

policy-making, and monitor progress towards achieving gender equality and women's 

empowerment. 

The fifth section of this analysis will explore best practices and innovative approaches for 

maximizing the impact of RTI in combating gender-based crimes. Through comparative analysis 

and case studies from diverse geographic contexts, this section will highlight strategies for 

strengthening legal frameworks, enhancing institutional capacity, and fostering partnerships 

between government agencies, civil society organizations, and the media, ultimately contributing 

to the prevention and elimination of gender-based violence worldwide. 

In the sixth section of this analysis, we will assess the broader implications of utilizing the Right 

to Information (RTI) as a tool for addressing gender-based crimes within the context of 

international human rights frameworks and sustainable development goals. By examining the 

synergies between RTI, gender equality, and sustainable development, this section will 

underscore the transformative potential of information access in advancing social justice and 

empowering marginalized communities. 

Within the framework of international human rights, the right to information is recognized as a 

fundamental freedom essential for the promotion and protection of other human rights, including 

gender equality. Access to information enables individuals to exercise their rights, participate in 

decision-making processes, and hold governments and institutions accountable for addressing 

human rights violations, including gender-based crimes. By empowering individuals to access 

information about their rights, available support services, and avenues for seeking redress, RTI 

contributes to the realization of the broader principles of human dignity, equality, and non-

discrimination enshrined in international human rights instruments. 

Furthermore, the synergies between RTI, gender equality, and sustainable development are 

evident within the framework of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Goal 5 of the SDGs aims to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls, 

recognizing the importance of access to information as a key enabler of gender equality and 

women's empowerment. RTI plays a crucial role in promoting transparency, accountability, and 

participation in efforts to achieve gender equality and advance progress towards the broader 

sustainable development agenda. 

Moreover, the transformative potential of information access in advancing social justice and 

empowering marginalized communities is underscored by the intersectionality of gender-based 

crimes with other forms of discrimination and marginalization, including race, ethnicity, class, 
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disability, and sexual orientation. RTI serves as a tool for challenging intersecting forms of 

discrimination and promoting inclusive approaches to addressing gender-based violence that 

center the needs and experiences of marginalized communities. 

The sixth section of this analysis will assess the broader implications of utilizing RTI as a tool 

for addressing gender-based crimes within the context of international human rights frameworks 

and sustainable development goals. By examining the synergies between RTI, gender equality, 

and sustainable development, this section will highlight the transformative potential of 

information access in advancing social justice, promoting gender equality, and empowering 

marginalized communities, ultimately contributing to the realization of a more just, equitable, 

and sustainable world for all individuals, regardless of gender identity or expression. 

This analysis has highlighted the pivotal role of the Right to Information (RTI) in addressing 

gender-based crimes. Through a comprehensive exploration of its mechanisms, challenges, and 

broader implications, it becomes evident that RTI serves as a powerful tool for promoting 

transparency, accountability, and access to justice for survivors of gender-based violence. Key 

findings underscore the need for a holistic approach that combines legal reforms, awareness-

raising initiatives, and institutional capacity-building efforts to effectively leverage RTI in 

combating gender-based crimes. This approach requires collaborative efforts between 

government agencies, civil society organizations, the media, and other stakeholders to strengthen 

legal frameworks, enhance survivor awareness, and hold perpetrators accountable. Looking 

ahead, avenues for future research and advocacy should focus on harnessing the transformative 

potential of RTI to create a more equitable and inclusive society free from gender-based violence 

and discrimination. By continuing to explore innovative strategies, build partnerships, and 

advocate for systemic change, we can work towards realizing the vision of a world where all 

individuals, regardless of gender identity or expression, can live safely and with dignity. 

Gender-based crimes encompass a wide range of offenses that disproportionately target 

individuals based on their gender identity or perceived gender roles. These crimes manifest in 

various forms, including but not limited to violence against women, sexual harassment, and 

discrimination. Violence against women, in particular, is a pervasive and deeply entrenched issue 

affecting millions of individuals worldwide. It includes physical, sexual, and psychological 

violence perpetrated against women and girls, often within the context of intimate partner 

relationships, familial settings, or broader societal structures. Such violence not only inflicts 

immediate harm but also perpetuates cycles of trauma and perpetuates gender inequalities. 

Sexual harassment represents another prevalent form of gender-based crime, occurring across 

diverse settings such as workplaces, educational institutions, public spaces, and online platforms. 
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It encompasses unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or 

physical conduct of a sexual nature that creates a hostile or intimidating environment. Sexual 

harassment not only violates individual dignity but also undermines women's participation in 

public life and economic opportunities, contributing to their marginalization and 

disempowerment. 

Discrimination based on gender remains a pervasive challenge, encompassing unequal treatment 

and opportunities in various spheres of life, including employment, education, healthcare, and 

political participation. Women and individuals belonging to marginalized gender identities face 

systemic barriers and biases that limit their access to resources, rights, and opportunities, 

perpetuating cycles of inequality and exclusion. 

Amidst these persistent challenges, the right to information (RTI) has emerged as a fundamental 

human right with significant relevance in addressing gender-based injustices. RTI encompasses 

the right of individuals to access information held by public authorities, thereby promoting 

transparency, accountability, and citizen empowerment. By enabling individuals to access 

information about government policies, programs, and services, RTI serves as a critical tool for 

holding institutions accountable for addressing gender-based crimes and ensuring the protection 

of rights. 

Moreover, RTI plays a crucial role in empowering survivors of gender-based violence by 

providing them with access to essential information about their legal rights, available support 

services, and avenues for seeking redress. It enables survivors to make informed decisions, access 

justice, and engage with legal and support systems effectively. Additionally, RTI facilitates the 

documentation and dissemination of information about gender-based crimes, contributing to 

greater public awareness, advocacy, and policy reform efforts. 

Furthermore, RTI serves as a catalyst for challenging discriminatory practices and promoting 

gender equality by exposing instances of gender-based discrimination and inequality. It enables 

individuals and organizations to gather data, conduct research, and disseminate information about 

the prevalence and impact of gender-based injustices, fostering greater public discourse and 

accountability. 

Gender-based crimes, including violence against women, sexual harassment, and discrimination, 

remain significant challenges that undermine human rights and perpetuate gender inequalities. 

The right to information (RTI) holds immense relevance in addressing these injustices by 

promoting transparency, accountability, and access to justice. By empowering survivors, 

exposing gender-based violence, and challenging discriminatory practices, RTI contributes to 

advancing gender equality and creating a more just and inclusive society. 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|March 2024 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 

Page | 15  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Gender-based violence is a pervasive issue rooted in the existing power imbalances between men 

and women within patriarchal societies. It encompasses various forms of violence that reflect and 

perpetuate the subordination and devaluation of women compared to men. Within the framework 

of patriarchy, which functions as a symbolic system reinforcing gender norms and roles, gender-

based violence manifests through day-to-day practices that deny women their rights and 

reproduce gender inequality. Unlike other forms of aggression and coercion, gender-based 

violence uniquely targets individuals based on their gender, with the mere fact of being a woman 

serving as a risk factor or source of vulnerability. 

Throughout history, different forms of violence have emerged as a consequence of certain groups' 

domination over others. In the case of gender-based violence, it serves as a key social mechanism 

for perpetuating the subordination of women. Male hegemony, where power is considered the 

generic patrimony of men, is deeply entrenched in societal structures, leading to social control 

over women. As a result, violations of women's human rights are directly or indirectly linked to 

the gender system and prevailing cultural values. 

The violation of women's rights and gender-based violence are deeply entrenched issues with 

historical roots that extend back centuries. Until very recently, attitudes that perpetuated these 

violations were socially acceptable, often overlooked, and confined to the private sphere of life, 

making them less known to the public. However, it is evident that the racial dynamics of Latin 

America and the Caribbean are built upon a paradigm rooted in the historical rape and exploitation 

of indigenous women. 

Historical studies conducted in some countries of the region shed light on the prevalence of 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|March 2024 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 

Page | 16  
 

 

 

physical violence and brutality committed by men against their wives during the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries. This violence was often justified and accepted as a form of "punitive 

correction" when women deviated from societal mandates or expectations. Such attitudes 

normalized and perpetuated gender-based violence, reinforcing power dynamics that favored men 

and subjected women to subjugation and control within patriarchal structures. 

The acceptance of violence against women as a means of maintaining social order and control 

underscores the deeply ingrained nature of gender-based violence within historical and cultural 

contexts. It also highlights the need for comprehensive efforts to address the root causes of 

gender-based violence, challenge ingrained societal attitudes, and promote gender equality and 

respect for women's rights across all spheres of life. Recognizing the historical context of gender-

based violence is essential for developing effective strategies to combat it and foster societies 

where all individuals can live free from violence and discrimination based on their gender. 

Since the 1970s, women have been actively involved in the movement to defend human rights, 

but their gender-related demands have not always been prioritized within this broader struggle. It 

wasn't until the late 1980s that women began to fully recognize themselves as individuals with 

legal identities, prompting them to challenge the essentialist view of social hierarchies and the 

normalization of their subordination. 

During this period, women became increasingly aware of their rights as citizens and started 

advocating for new ways to exercise their citizenship on an equal footing. They questioned the 

prevailing notion that their subordination was "normal" and demanded recognition of their status 

as equal members of society. This shift in consciousness led to a realization that the most 

fundamental right is the "right to have rights," as articulated by political theorist Claude Lefort in 

1987. 

Linking the issue of gender-based violence with human rights provided women with new avenues 

for analysis and advocacy in their struggle to end discrimination. By framing gender-based 

violence as a violation of human rights, women were able to challenge the systemic inequalities 

and injustices that perpetuated such violence. This approach also highlighted the 

interconnectedness of various forms of discrimination and underscored the need for 

comprehensive solutions that addressed the root causes of gender-based violence. 

Since the 1970s, women have been actively involved in the movement to defend human rights, 

but their gender-related demands have not always been prioritized within this broader struggle. It 

wasn't until the late 1980s that women began to fully recognize themselves as individuals with 

legal identities, prompting them to challenge the essentialist view of social hierarchies and the 

normalization of their subordination. 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|March 2024 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 

Page | 17  
 

 

 

During this period, women became increasingly aware of their rights as citizens and started 

advocating for new ways to exercise their citizenship on an equal footing. They questioned the 

prevailing notion that their subordination was "normal" and demanded recognition of their status 

as equal members of society. This shift in consciousness led to a realization that the most 

fundamental right is the "right to have rights," as articulated by political theorist Claude Lefort in 

1987. 

Linking the issue of gender-based violence with human rights provided women with new avenues 

for analysis and advocacy in their struggle to end discrimination. By framing gender-based 

violence as a violation of human rights, women were able to challenge the systemic inequalities 

and injustices that perpetuated such violence. This approach also highlighted the 

interconnectedness of various forms of discrimination and underscored the need for 

comprehensive solutions that addressed the root causes of gender-based violence. 

Gender-based violence within the home encompasses a range of behaviors that may not always 

be immediately recognized as acts of violence but nonetheless have serious implications for the 

well-being and safety of individuals. These behaviors include verbal and emotional aggression, 

deprivation of liberty, coercion, inflicting physical injuries that may not be severe enough to 

constitute serious bodily harm, and sexual abuse that falls short of rape or ravishment. 

The United Nations group of experts on violence against women has emphasized the importance 

of considering the concept of "victimization" in understanding the real needs of victims and 

providing them with appropriate protection. Traditionally, the concept of violence has been 

associated with extreme cases involving severe injury or femicide. However, by recognizing 

victimization as a broader concept, legislation can better address the diverse forms of violence 

experienced by individuals within the home. 

A comparative analysis of legal proposals in various regions reveals two distinct models for 

addressing gender-based violence within the home. The first model considers mistreatment as a 

symptom of conflict, implying that interventions should focus on resolving underlying conflicts 

within relationships. The second model views mistreatment as a crime, emphasizing the need for 

legal sanctions and accountability for perpetrators. 

These two models are associated with different procedural approaches, with some proposals 

prioritizing conflict resolution and others focusing on criminal justice responses. Understanding 

these differences is crucial for developing comprehensive legal frameworks that effectively 

address gender-based violence within the home while taking into account the diverse needs and 

experiences of victims. By considering victimization as a central concept and exploring various 

approaches to addressing gender-based violence, policymakers can work towards developing 
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legislation that provides meaningful protection and support for victims while holding perpetrators 

accountable for their actions. 

The police force is widely recognized as playing a crucial role in addressing violence within 

families, both in terms of prevention and assistance. It is considered a cornerstone of a country's 

social response to this issue, given its unique combination of coercive power and accessibility. In 

many countries, the police force is the only institution available 24 hours a day and provides 

comprehensive geographical coverage, making it the primary point of contact for individuals 

experiencing gender-based violence. 

However, data collected globally indicate that the police response to victims of gender-based 

violence is often unsatisfactory and may even contribute to secondary victimization. Secondary 

victimization refers to the re-traumatization or exacerbation of harm experienced by victims as a 

result of their interactions with the criminal justice system or service providers. 

In response to these challenges, efforts have been undertaken in various regions to improve police 

responses to gender-based violence. One such initiative involves establishing specialized units 

within the police force specifically dedicated to addressing gender-based violence. These female 

police units, also known as women's police stations or gender-based violence units, are staffed 

by officers trained to handle cases of gender-based violence sensitively and effectively. 

Additionally, efforts have been made to provide training and instruction to police officers of both 

sexes on how to respond to gender-based violence in a manner that is survivor-centered, trauma-

informed, and respectful of victims' rights. This training aims to equip police officers with the 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to provide effective support and assistance to victims 

while holding perpetrators accountable for their actions. 

The establishment of all-women police forces, comprising police officers, detectives, and social 

workers, marks a significant development in addressing gender-based violence and providing 

support to victims. São Paulo pioneered this approach in 1985, with the inauguration of the first 

all-women force. Within its first year of operation, the force responded to 200 calls, highlighting 

the demand for such services. By 1988, a single unit received a staggering 7,000 calls, 

underscoring the widespread need for specialized support in addressing gender-based violence. 

 

Inspired by this model, other countries in the region followed suit. By 1992, state governments 

in Brazil had established 240 such units, demonstrating the expansion and recognition of the 

importance of specialized units in addressing gender-based violence. Similarly, by 1993, 

Colombia had established 70 family police units dedicated to promoting negotiations and 

interventions to address violence within families. 
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In Ecuador, significant steps were taken in 1994 with the approval of the establishment of female 

police forces in four major cities: Quito, Guayaquil, Cuenca, and Portoviejo. Women's 

organizations actively engaged in information and training activities to ensure these police units 

effectively defended victims of gender-based violence. 

The existence of these specialized institutions has led to improved care for victims of gender-

based violence. Moreover, the systematic collection and analysis of statistical data have enabled 

the identification of groups of women most severely affected and the various manifestations of 

gender-based violence across the region. This data-driven approach enhances understanding and 

informs targeted interventions to address the diverse needs of victims and combat gender-based 

violence effectively. 

Prompt reporting and effective legal procedures are essential components in addressing and 

preventing gender-based violence. A study conducted by the legal team of the Centre for the 

Treatment of Domestic Violence in Santiago, Chile, highlighted the significant impact of these 

measures in combating aggression within intimate relationships. 

The study revealed that in 72.5% of cases, aggressors who received a summons from police or 

legal authorities, or who became aware that they were under investigation, ceased their acts of 

violence. This cessation was attributed to the aggressors' realization that they would face 

consequences for their actions and would no longer go unpunished. However, it is important to 

note that in 5% of cases, aggressors responded by escalating their violence, demonstrating the 

complexity of responses to legal interventions. 

Additionally, the study found that in 22.5% of cases, the reaction of the aggressor could not be 

ascertained due to factors such as women withdrawing their charges or the early stages of legal 

proceedings. This underscores the importance of providing support and resources to victims to 

ensure their safety and empowerment throughout the legal process. 

Gender-based violence extends beyond the physical acts of aggression and includes the 

institutional barriers and systemic biases that perpetuate what has been termed "secondary 

victimization." This term, coined by Viano in 1987, refers to the additional harm and trauma 

experienced by victims when seeking help from authorities or support services. Unfortunately, 

many women face hostility, negligence, or discrimination from officials responsible for providing 

assistance, further exacerbating their distress. 

In many cases, victims are met with skepticism, blame, and doubt regarding their accounts of 

violence. The severity of the aggression may be downplayed, with excuses made based on factors 

such as the perpetrator's drunkenness or allegations of adultery. Furthermore, resistance to recent 
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legal changes aimed at addressing gender-based violence adds to the challenges faced by victims 

seeking justice and support. 

To address these institutional hurdles and redefine the role of public officials in preventing and 

responding to gender-based violence, several countries in the region have initiated programs to 

train and raise awareness among personnel working within the justice system. These programs 

aim to sensitize officials to the complexities of gender-based violence, dispel myths and 

misconceptions, and ensure that victims are treated with dignity, respect, and empathy. 

By addressing institutional biases and providing training and support to justice system personnel, 

countries in the region are taking important steps towards creating a more supportive and 

responsive environment for victims of gender-based violence. However, ongoing efforts are 

needed to ensure that all individuals working within the justice system are equipped to effectively 

address the needs of victims and uphold their rights in accordance with international standards 

and legal reforms. 

Services that offer support to abused women play a crucial role in gathering valuable data on the 

prevalence and characteristics of gender-based violence. These services possess firsthand 

information that provides insights into the extent of the problem and recurrence rates, offering a 

deeper understanding of the dynamics of gender-based violence. 

For instance, data from the Family Violence Prevention and Assistance Programme in Buenos 

Aires sheds light on the scale of the issue. The program receives approximately 600 calls each 

month, with 66% of these calls being requests for care and information, and 40% requiring 

emergency assistance. Notably, women between the ages of 25 and 54 account for 97.4% of the 

relevant population group affected by gender-based violence, indicating that this issue 

significantly impacts women during their most productive years. 

Moreover, the data reveals that the majority (85.5%) of calls for assistance are made by the 

victims themselves, highlighting their initiative in seeking help. In contrast, only a small 

percentage (9.1%) of calls come from relatives, and an even smaller percentage (5.4%) are from 

other members of the community, such as neighbors. This indicates that while third parties may 

be aware of instances of abuse, they are less likely to intervene or take action to prevent or report 

it. 

These statistics underscore the importance of support services in providing a lifeline for victims 

of gender-based violence and highlight the need for greater community awareness and 

engagement to address this pervasive issue effectively. Additionally, data collected by such 

services are invaluable for informing policy and intervention strategies aimed at preventing and 

responding to gender-based violence and ensuring the safety and well-being of survivors. 
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Gender-based violence within households not only inflicts harm on individual women but also 

has broader social, economic, and political implications for society as a whole. By denying 

women the ability to exercise their fundamental rights, such violence perpetuates and reinforces 

a system of discrimination and subordination that affects more than half the population. This 

systemic oppression constitutes a clear violation of human rights and undermines the principles 

of equality and justice. 

Furthermore, gender-based violence reflects the absence of a socio-political structure 

characterized by equitable and symmetric social relations. In societies where such violence 

persists, there is a lack of genuine equality and respect for human dignity, hindering the 

consolidation of democracy. Gender-based violence acts as a barrier to the realization of 

democratic ideals, as it undermines the principles of freedom, equality, and human rights upon 

which democratic societies are built. 

Moreover, the presence of gender-based violence directly or indirectly obstructs the harmonious 

development of nations. It creates an environment of fear, insecurity, and inequality, which 

hinders social progress and impedes the full participation of women in economic, political, and 

social spheres. Addressing gender-based violence is thus not only a matter of human rights but 

also a prerequisite for achieving sustainable development and fostering inclusive and equitable 

societies. 

Gender-based violence within households has severe consequences for children who are exposed 

to such habitual violence. The impact extends beyond the immediate victims, affecting the 

emotional, psychological, and developmental well-being of the children in these environments. 

Abused women often report that their children exhibit signs of nervousness, irritability, and fear 

as a result of living in an environment marked by violence. These children may also experience 

academic difficulties, and sadly, some become direct victims of physical abuse either by the father 

or, in some cases, by the abused women themselves. 

In contemporary understanding, children who witness violence in their homes are now recognized 

as "battered children." This acknowledgment stems from the recognition that these children 

display similar psychological symptoms as those who are the direct targets of abuse. The trauma 

experienced by witnessing violence can have long-lasting effects on their mental and emotional 

well-being, shaping their attitudes and behaviors in significant ways. 

An additional factor to consider is the emotional and affective dependence that children have on 

their parents. Children often model their roles and behaviors based on what they observe in their 

family environment. Consequently, they may encounter challenges in establishing healthy and 

non-violent emotional relationships later in life, as they tend to replicate the patterns they 
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witnessed during their formative years. 

Tragically, children raised in households marked by gender-based violence may grow up to 

become violent individuals themselves, contributing to a cycle of violence. Boys in such 

households may internalize violent behavior as a norm, while girls may be at an increased risk of 

becoming victims of violence in their adult lives. Moreover, these individuals may develop a 

greater tolerance for various forms of social and political violence, perpetuating a cycle that 

extends beyond the confines of the family unit. 

Addressing gender-based violence is not only crucial for the immediate victims but also for 

breaking the cycle of violence that can affect the next generation. Interventions and support 

systems are essential to mitigate the impact on children, providing them with the resources and 

tools needed to break free from the cycle and contribute to building a society free from violence 

and abuse. 

Some countries have taken steps to address the urgent needs of abused women and their children 

by establishing shelters where they can seek refuge from violence. These shelters provide a safe 

haven for women who have no support from family members or lack the financial means to leave 

an abusive environment. By offering a temporary place to stay, these shelters enable women to 

escape the immediate danger of violence and begin the process of rebuilding their lives. 

One such example is Refuge House, a shelter for abused women and children located in Quito. 

This shelter was established through a collaborative effort between the Ministry of Social 

Welfare, represented by the National Women's Department, and the Ecuadorian Centre for 

Women's Advancement and Action (CEPAM). Over a period of 29 months from 1991 to 1993, 

Refuge House provided shelter to 245 women who had experienced domestic violence at the 

hands of their spouses. Additionally, the center offered counseling services to another 120 

individuals who did not reside at the shelter, highlighting the critical role such facilities play in 

supporting survivors of gender-based violence. 

The existence of shelters like Refuge House serves as a lifeline for abused women and their 

children, offering them a safe space where they can access essential support services and begin 

the journey towards healing and empowerment. These shelters not only provide immediate 

protection but also offer comprehensive assistance, including counseling, legal support, and 

access to resources to help survivors transition to independent and violence-free lives. 

However, it is essential to recognize that shelters alone are not enough to address the complex 

issue of gender-based violence. Comprehensive strategies that encompass prevention, 

intervention, and support are needed to effectively combat violence against women and create a 

society where all individuals can live free from fear and abuse. This requires a multi-sectoral 
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approach involving government agencies, civil society organizations, and communities working 

together to address the root causes of gender-based violence and ensure that survivors receive the 

support and resources they need to rebuild their lives. 

Ideological and cultural factors play a significant role in how women perceive and respond to 

gender-based violence within the household. In many cases, such violence is normalized and 

accepted as a part of marital relationships, perpetuated by societal biases against intervening in 

the privacy of married and family life. As a result, women often internalize social values that 

reinforce female subordination and may feel pressure to maintain harmful relationships due to 

various cultural and social norms. 

One key factor contributing to women's tolerance of abusive relationships is the internalization 

of social values that portray female subordination as "natural." Throughout history, patriarchal 

norms have enforced the idea that women are inherently inferior to men, leading to the 

normalization of gender-based violence as a means of maintaining control and dominance within 

relationships. 

Additionally, cultural norms that regulate the roles of spouses and mothers further reinforce the 

acceptance of gender-based violence. Traditional gender roles dictate specific behaviors and 

expectations for women, often portraying their primary role as caretakers and subservient partners 

to their husbands. As a result, women may feel compelled to endure abuse in order to fulfill 

societal expectations of marriage and family life. 

Furthermore, the idealization of the family and marriage as central pillars of society can 

contribute to women staying in abusive relationships. Society often promotes the notion of the 

nuclear family as an idealized unit, placing pressure on individuals to prioritize the preservation 

of marriage and family unity above their own well-being. 

Lastly, women may face social pressure to accept dominant cultural mandates that normalize 

gender-based violence. This pressure can come from various sources, including family members, 

religious institutions, and broader societal attitudes that perpetuate harmful stereotypes about 

gender roles and relationships. 

The statistics provided by doctors in free emergency wards in Santiago, Chile, reveal a concerning 

reality regarding the prevalence of gender-based violence and the barriers that prevent victims 

from seeking help or reporting incidents to the authorities. According to their estimates, only 

around 20% of cases involving physical injuries from violence are treated in these emergency 

wards. This suggests that a significant portion of victims choose not to seek medical attention or 

disclose their experiences, often opting to remain in their homes until the visible marks of the 

aggression fade away. 
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Furthermore, the data indicates that only 15% of women who receive medical treatment for 

injuries resulting from violence report the incidents to the police. This low reporting rate 

highlights the reluctance or fear that many victims experience when it comes to engaging with 

law enforcement or seeking justice for the violence they have endured. This reluctance may be 

fueled by various factors, including fear of retaliation, societal stigma, lack of trust in the justice 

system, or a belief that reporting will not lead to meaningful intervention or protection. 

Additionally, the mention of cases where women respond violently to aggression, resulting in 

mutual violence, sheds light on the complex dynamics of gender-based violence within 

relationships. It underscores the fact that victims of abuse may resort to defensive measures to 

protect themselves from ongoing aggression, sometimes resulting in fatal outcomes. The mention 

of women committing murder in response to constant aggression from their partners highlights 

the extreme circumstances and potential consequences of prolonged exposure to violence within 

intimate relationships. 

Overall, these statistics and observations underscore the urgent need for comprehensive efforts 

to address gender-based violence, including raising awareness, providing accessible support 

services, strengthening legal protections, and fostering a culture of accountability for perpetrators. 

It is essential to create safe avenues for victims to seek help and support, while also addressing 

the root causes and societal attitudes that perpetuate violence and hinder victims' ability to seek 

assistance and justice. 
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3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

Identifies the objectives of the research, including examining the role of RTI in preventing and 

addressing gender-based crimes and analysing its effectiveness and challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

Methodologies are utilized to produce this paper and are characterized by: 

 Content gathering and determination: 

 Utilized Wikipedia, and other web-based assets; 
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 Utilized scholarly articles 

 Utilized papers, and magazines to go through the; Right to information in addressing 

gender based crimes 

 Accumulated data about history of Right to information in addressing gender based crimes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

5.1 Right to Information and Gender-Based Crimes 

The Right to Information (RTI) is a fundamental human right that encompasses the right of 

individuals to access information held by public authorities. Initially conceived as a means to 

promote transparency, accountability, and citizen empowerment in governance processes, RTI 

has increasingly been recognized for its relevance in addressing gender-based crimes. This 

section will explore the intersectionality of RTI with gender-based crimes and its implications for 

promoting gender equality and justice. 

At its core, RTI empowers individuals by providing them with access to information held by 

public authorities, allowing for increased transparency and accountability in governance. 

However, the intersectionality of RTI with gender-based crimes extends beyond its traditional 

scope, as access to information becomes a critical tool in addressing systemic inequalities and 
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discrimination faced by women and other marginalized gender identities. 

By enabling individuals to access information about their legal rights, available support services, 

and avenues for seeking redress, RTI plays a pivotal role in empowering survivors of gender-

based violence. Access to information equips survivors with the knowledge and resources needed 

to navigate complex legal processes, access support services, and engage effectively with law 

enforcement and judicial systems. 

Moreover, RTI serves as a mechanism for exposing instances of gender-based violence and 

holding perpetrators accountable for their actions. Access to information about cases of violence, 

investigations, and legal proceedings enables survivors, civil society organizations, and the public 

to monitor the handling of cases, identify shortcomings or biases in investigations and 

prosecutions, and advocate for accountability and redress for survivors. 

Furthermore, RTI contributes to fostering systemic change within legal frameworks and societal 

norms by facilitating access to information about policies, laws, and practices related to gender-

based violence and discrimination. Through the dissemination of information and data on the 

prevalence and impact of these crimes, RTI supports advocacy efforts aimed at reforming legal 

frameworks, strengthening protections for survivors, and challenging discriminatory attitudes and 

practices. 

The intersectionality of RTI with gender-based crimes underscores its significance in promoting 

gender equality and justice. By providing individuals with access to information, RTI empowers 

survivors, exposes instances of violence, holds perpetrators accountable, and fosters systemic 

change within legal frameworks and societal norms. Recognizing the transformative potential of 

RTI in addressing gender-based crimes is crucial for advancing gender equality and creating a 

more just and inclusive society for all individuals. 

At its core, the Right to Information (RTI) serves as a tool for empowering individuals, including 

survivors of gender-based crimes, by providing them with access to critical information about 

their rights, available support services, and avenues for seeking redress. In the context of gender-

based violence, RTI enables survivors to make informed decisions, access legal remedies, and 

engage with support systems effectively. By ensuring transparency in the functioning of 

institutions responsible for addressing gender-based crimes, RTI enhances accountability and 

fosters trust in the justice system among survivors and the broader community. 

Access to information is essential for survivors of gender-based violence to understand their legal 

rights and available resources, empowering them to navigate the complex process of seeking 

redress and accessing support services. RTI enables survivors to access information about their 

rights under relevant laws and policies, including avenues for reporting incidents of violence, 
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obtaining protection orders, and accessing medical and psychological support. 

Furthermore, RTI facilitates survivors' engagement with legal processes by providing them with 

information about court procedures, available legal remedies, and their rights as witnesses or 

victims in criminal proceedings. By empowering survivors with knowledge about their legal 

options and entitlements, RTI enables them to make informed decisions about how to pursue 

justice and seek redress for the harm they have experienced. 

In addition to empowering individual survivors, RTI plays a crucial role in ensuring transparency 

and accountability in the functioning of institutions responsible for addressing gender-based 

crimes, such as law enforcement agencies, judicial systems, and support service providers. By 

enabling public access to information about cases of violence, investigations, and legal 

proceedings, RTI holds institutions accountable for their actions and decisions, fostering trust in 

the justice system among survivors and the broader community. 

Moreover, RTI promotes a culture of accountability by allowing survivors, civil society 

organizations, and the media to monitor the handling of cases, identify shortcomings or biases in 

investigations and prosecutions, and advocate for systemic reforms to address gaps in the 

response to gender-based violence. By shining a light on instances of wrongdoing or negligence, 

RTI contributes to the prevention and redress of gender-based crimes, ultimately enhancing the 

protection and empowerment of survivors and promoting a more just and equitable society. 

RTI serves as a powerful tool for empowering survivors of gender-based crimes by providing 

them with access to critical information about their rights, available support services, and avenues 

for seeking redress. By ensuring transparency and accountability in the functioning of institutions 

responsible for addressing gender-based violence, RTI enhances trust in the justice system among 

survivors and the broader community, contributing to the prevention and redress of gender-based 

crimes and the promotion of gender equality and justice. 

Moreover, the Right to Information (RTI) facilitates the documentation and dissemination of 

information about gender-based crimes, including their prevalence, impact, and underlying 

causes. By enabling individuals and organizations to gather data, conduct research, and share 

information about these crimes, RTI contributes to greater public awareness, advocacy, and 

policy reform efforts. Through platforms such as online databases, public hearings, and media 

campaigns, RTI helps amplify the voices of survivors and advocates, challenging societal norms 

and fostering collective action to combat gender-based violence. 

RTI plays a crucial role in documenting and disseminating information about gender-based 

crimes by enabling individuals and organizations to access data and records held by public 

authorities. This includes information about reported cases of violence, investigations, 
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prosecutions, and outcomes, as well as data on the prevalence and impact of gender-based 

violence in different communities and contexts. By facilitating access to this information, RTI 

empowers survivors, researchers, and advocates to gather evidence, conduct analysis, and 

disseminate findings about gender-based crimes, thereby raising awareness and promoting 

understanding of the scope and complexity of these issues. 

Furthermore, RTI contributes to greater public awareness about gender-based crimes by enabling 

individuals and organizations to share information and insights through various platforms and 

channels. Online databases, public hearings, and media campaigns are among the mechanisms 

through which RTI can be leveraged to disseminate information about gender-based violence, its 

root causes, and its impact on individuals and communities. By amplifying the voices of 

survivors, advocates, and experts, RTI helps challenge societal norms and stereotypes, raise 

public consciousness, and mobilize collective action to address gender-based violence 

effectively. 

Moreover, RTI facilitates advocacy and policy reform efforts by providing evidence-based data 

and information to support calls for legislative and institutional changes to address gender-based 

violence. By enabling stakeholders to access information about existing laws, policies, and 

practices related to gender-based crimes, RTI empowers them to advocate for reforms aimed at 

strengthening legal protections for survivors, enhancing support services, and improving the 

responsiveness of justice systems to the needs of survivors. 

RTI plays a crucial role in documenting and disseminating information about gender-based 

crimes, contributing to greater public awareness, advocacy, and policy reform efforts. By 

enabling individuals and organizations to access data, conduct research, and share information 

about these crimes, RTI helps amplify the voices of survivors and advocates, challenge societal 

norms, and foster collective action to combat gender-based violence effectively. 

Furthermore, the Right to Information (RTI) plays a crucial role in holding perpetrators of gender-

based crimes accountable for their actions. By providing access to information about 

investigations, prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to such crimes, RTI enables scrutiny 

of the justice system's response and promotes transparency in the handling of cases. This 

transparency not only deters future acts of violence but also builds public confidence in the legal 

system's ability to deliver justice for survivors. 

Access to information about investigations, prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to gender-

based crimes allows for scrutiny of the justice system's response to these offenses. RTI empowers 

survivors, civil society organizations, and the public to monitor the progress of cases, identify 

potential shortcomings or biases in investigations and prosecutions, and advocate for 
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accountability and redress. By shedding light on the handling of cases and exposing instances of 

wrongdoing or negligence, RTI helps ensure that perpetrators are held accountable for their 

actions and that survivors receive the justice they deserve. 

Moreover, transparency in the handling of cases of gender-based crimes serves as a deterrent to 

future acts of violence by sending a clear message that perpetrators will be held accountable for 

their actions. When perpetrators are aware that their crimes will be subject to public scrutiny and 

that their actions will not go unpunished, it can serve as a deterrent and contribute to preventing 

future incidents of gender-based violence. 

Furthermore, transparency in the handling of cases of gender-based crimes helps build public 

confidence in the legal system's ability to deliver justice for survivors. When survivors and the 

broader community see that perpetrators are being held accountable for their actions and that the 

justice system is transparent and responsive to the needs of survivors, it enhances trust in the legal 

system and reinforces the belief that justice can be achieved for survivors of gender-based 

violence. 

The Right to Information (RTI) plays a crucial role in holding perpetrators of gender-based crimes 

accountable for their actions by providing access to information about investigations, 

prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to such crimes. By promoting transparency in the 

handling of cases and ensuring that perpetrators are held accountable, RTI not only deters future 

acts of violence but also builds public confidence in the legal system's ability to deliver justice 

for survivors of gender-based violence. 

Additionally, the Right to Information (RTI) serves as a catalyst for institutional reforms aimed 

at preventing gender-based crimes and addressing systemic inequalities. By exposing instances 

of gender-based discrimination and inequality within public institutions, RTI highlights the need 

for policy interventions and structural changes to promote gender equality. Through mechanisms 

such as gender-disaggregated data collection, gender-sensitive budgeting, and gender 

mainstreaming in governance processes, RTI contributes to the formulation and implementation 

of targeted interventions to address the root causes of gender-based violence and discrimination. 

RTI plays a crucial role in exposing instances of gender-based discrimination and inequality 

within public institutions by providing access to information about their policies, practices, and 

decision-making processes. By enabling individuals and organizations to scrutinize the 

functioning of public institutions through the lens of gender equality, RTI helps identify areas 

where gender-based discrimination and inequality may exist and highlights the need for policy 

interventions and structural reforms to address these issues. 

Moreover, RTI facilitates mechanisms such as gender-disaggregated data collection, which is 
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essential for understanding the prevalence and impact of gender-based violence and 

discrimination and informing evidence-based policy-making. By providing access to data broken 

down by gender, RTI enables policymakers and practitioners to identify trends, gaps, and 

disparities in the experiences of women, men, and gender-diverse individuals and develop 

targeted interventions to address the root causes of gender-based violence and discrimination. 

Furthermore, RTI promotes gender-sensitive budgeting, which involves analyzing government 

budgets to ensure that they prioritize gender equality and address the specific needs and priorities 

of women and marginalized gender identities. By providing access to information about 

government expenditures and budget allocations, RTI empowers civil society organizations and 

advocacy groups to monitor government spending and advocate for gender-responsive budgeting 

that allocates resources to programs and services aimed at preventing gender-based violence and 

promoting gender equality. 

Additionally, RTI contributes to gender mainstreaming in governance processes by ensuring that 

gender considerations are integrated into policy development, implementation, monitoring, and 

evaluation. By providing access to information about decision-making processes and policies 

related to gender equality, RTI enables stakeholders to advocate for gender mainstreaming 

initiatives that address the underlying causes of gender-based violence and discrimination and 

promote gender equality across all sectors of society. 

The Right to Information (RTI) serves as a catalyst for institutional reforms aimed at preventing 

gender-based crimes and addressing systemic inequalities by exposing instances of gender-based 

discrimination and inequality within public institutions, facilitating gender-disaggregated data 

collection, promoting gender-sensitive budgeting, and supporting gender mainstreaming in 

governance processes. By promoting transparency, accountability, and gender equality in public 

institutions, RTI contributes to the formulation and implementation of targeted interventions to 

address the root causes of gender-based violence and discrimination and promote gender equality 

in society. 

The Right to Information (RTI) holds immense potential in addressing gender-based crimes by 

promoting transparency, accountability, and access to justice. By empowering survivors, 

exposing gender-based violence, holding perpetrators accountable, and fostering institutional 

reforms, RTI contributes to advancing gender equality and justice. However, realizing this 

potential requires concerted efforts to strengthen legal frameworks, enhance institutional 

capacity, and promote awareness about the intersectionality of RTI with gender rights. 

Throughout this analysis, we have explored how RTI serves as a powerful tool for empowering 

survivors of gender-based crimes by providing them with access to critical information about 
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their rights, available support services, and avenues for seeking redress. RTI enables survivors to 

make informed decisions, access legal remedies, and engage with support systems effectively, 

thereby enhancing their ability to navigate the complex process of seeking justice. 

Moreover, RTI plays a crucial role in exposing instances of gender-based violence and holding 

perpetrators accountable for their actions. By providing access to information about 

investigations, prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to such crimes, RTI enables scrutiny 

of the justice system's response and promotes transparency in the handling of cases, thereby 

contributing to deterrence and prevention of future acts of violence. 

Furthermore, RTI serves as a catalyst for institutional reforms aimed at preventing gender-based 

crimes and addressing systemic inequalities. By exposing instances of gender-based 

discrimination and inequality within public institutions, RTI highlights the need for policy 

interventions and structural changes to promote gender equality. Through mechanisms such as 

gender-disaggregated data collection, gender-sensitive budgeting, and gender mainstreaming in 

governance processes, RTI contributes to the formulation and implementation of targeted 

interventions to address the root causes of gender-based violence and discrimination. 

However, realizing the full potential of RTI in addressing gender-based crimes requires concerted 

efforts to strengthen legal frameworks, enhance institutional capacity, and promote awareness 

about the intersectionality of RTI with gender rights. This includes enacting comprehensive RTI 

laws that explicitly recognize access to information related to gender-based violence as a 

fundamental right, providing training and capacity-building programs for government officials 

and judicial authorities, and conducting awareness-raising campaigns to educate survivors and 

the broader community about their rights under RTI laws. 

In conclusion, the Right to Information (RTI) holds immense potential in addressing gender-

based crimes by promoting transparency, accountability, and access to justice. Realizing this 

potential requires concerted efforts to strengthen legal frameworks, enhance institutional 

capacity, and promote awareness about the intersectionality of RTI with gender rights. By 

empowering survivors, exposing gender-based violence, holding perpetrators accountable, and 

fostering institutional reforms, RTI contributes to advancing gender equality and justice in 

society. 

5.2 Transparency, Accountability, and Empowerment 

Transparency, accountability, and empowerment are three interrelated principles that lie at the 

heart of the Right to Information (RTI) and its relevance in addressing gender-based crimes. This 

section will delve into the significance of these principles in the context of combating gender-

based violence and promoting gender equality. 
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Transparency is a fundamental aspect of RTI that ensures the openness and accessibility of 

information held by public authorities. In the context of combating gender-based violence, 

transparency plays a crucial role in shedding light on instances of violence, exposing systemic 

inequalities and discrimination, and holding perpetrators and institutions accountable for their 

actions. By providing access to information about cases of gender-based violence, investigations, 

prosecutions, and judicial decisions, RTI enables survivors, civil society organizations, and the 

public to monitor the handling of cases and advocate for accountability and redress. 

Accountability is another key principle of RTI that promotes responsible and responsive 

governance by holding public authorities accountable for their actions and decisions. In the 

context of addressing gender-based violence, accountability ensures that institutions responsible 

for preventing and responding to these crimes are transparent in their actions and decisions, 

responsive to the needs of survivors, and held accountable for any failures or shortcomings in 

their response. RTI facilitates accountability by enabling individuals and organizations to access 

information about the functioning of public institutions and hold them accountable for addressing 

gender-based violence effectively. 

Empowerment is the third principle of RTI that lies at the intersection of transparency and 

accountability, empowering individuals to exercise their rights, participate in decision-making 

processes, and hold governments and institutions accountable for addressing gender-based 

crimes. In the context of combating gender-based violence, empowerment through RTI enables 

survivors to access critical information about their rights, available support services, and avenues 

for seeking redress, empowering them to make informed decisions and engage effectively with 

legal and support systems. Moreover, RTI empowers civil society organizations, advocacy 

groups, and the media to advocate for systemic reforms, challenge discriminatory practices, and 

hold perpetrators and institutions accountable for their actions. 

Transparency, accountability, and empowerment are three interrelated principles that lie at the 

heart of the Right to Information (RTI) and its relevance in addressing gender-based crimes. By 

promoting transparency in the handling of cases, holding institutions accountable for their 

actions, and empowering survivors and advocates to access information and advocate for change, 

RTI contributes to combating gender-based violence and promoting gender equality in society. 

Transparency, as a core tenet of the Right to Information (RTI), refers to the openness and 

accessibility of information held by public authorities. In the context of gender-based crimes, 

transparency entails making information about policies, programs, and services related to 

preventing and responding to such crimes readily available to the public. By ensuring 

transparency in the functioning of institutions responsible for addressing gender-based violence, 
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RTI enhances public scrutiny and accountability, thereby fostering trust in the justice system 

among survivors and the broader community. 

Transparency plays a crucial role in empowering survivors of gender-based crimes by providing 

them with access to critical information about their legal rights, available support services, and 

avenues for seeking redress. RTI enables survivors to make informed decisions and engage with 

support systems effectively. By accessing information about their rights and available resources, 

survivors are empowered to navigate the complex process of seeking redress and accessing 

support services. 

Moreover, transparency in the handling of cases of gender-based crimes helps build public 

confidence in the legal system's ability to deliver justice for survivors. When survivors and the 

broader community see that institutions responsible for addressing gender-based violence operate 

transparently and are responsive to the needs of survivors, it enhances trust in the justice system 

and reinforces the belief that justice can be achieved for survivors of gender-based violence. 

Overall, transparency is essential in promoting accountability, empowering survivors, and 

building public trust in the justice system's response to gender-based crimes. By ensuring that 

information about policies, programs, and services related to preventing and responding to 

gender-based violence is readily available to the public, RTI contributes to greater transparency 

in the functioning of institutions responsible for addressing these crimes, thereby enhancing 

accountability and fostering trust in the justice system among survivors and the broader 

community. 

Accountability, closely linked to transparency, refers to the obligation of public authorities to 

justify their actions, decisions, and use of resources to the public. In the context of gender-based 

crimes, accountability entails holding perpetrators, as well as institutions responsible for 

preventing and responding to such crimes, answerable for their actions or inaction. Right to 

Information (RTI) serves as a crucial tool for holding perpetrators accountable by providing 

access to information about investigations, prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to gender-

based violence. 

RTI empowers survivors, civil society organizations, and the public to monitor the progress of 

cases, identify potential shortcomings or biases in investigations and prosecutions, and advocate 

for accountability and redress. By shedding light on the handling of cases and exposing instances 

of wrongdoing or negligence, RTI helps ensure that perpetrators are held accountable for their 

actions and that survivors receive the justice they deserve. 

Moreover, RTI facilitates transparency in the allocation and utilization of resources for 

addressing gender-based crimes, enabling stakeholders to monitor the effectiveness and 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|March 2024 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 

Page | 35  
 

 

 

efficiency of interventions and advocate for greater accountability. By providing access to 

information about government expenditures and budget allocations for programs and services 

related to preventing and responding to gender-based violence, RTI empowers civil society 

organizations and advocacy groups to hold public authorities accountable for their use of 

resources and advocate for gender-responsive budgeting that allocates resources to programs and 

services aimed at preventing gender-based violence and promoting gender equality. 

Overall, RTI plays a crucial role in promoting accountability in the context of gender-based 

crimes by providing access to information about investigations, prosecutions, and judicial 

decisions related to such crimes and facilitating transparency in the allocation and utilization of 

resources for addressing these crimes. By empowering survivors, civil society organizations, and 

the public to monitor the functioning of public authorities and advocate for accountability and 

redress, RTI contributes to holding perpetrators and institutions responsible for preventing and 

responding to gender-based crimes answerable for their actions or inaction. 

Empowerment, the third pillar of Right to Information (RTI), refers to the process of enabling 

individuals to assert their rights, make informed choices, and participate meaningfully in 

decision-making processes. In the context of gender-based crimes, empowerment entails 

equipping survivors with the knowledge, resources, and support they need to seek redress, access 

justice, and rebuild their lives. RTI plays a critical role in empowering survivors by providing 

them with access to information about their legal rights, available support services, and avenues 

for seeking redress. 

RTI enables survivors to access critical information about their rights under relevant laws and 

policies, including avenues for reporting incidents of violence, obtaining protection orders, and 

accessing medical and psychological support. By empowering survivors with knowledge about 

their legal options and entitlements, RTI enables them to make informed decisions about how to 

pursue justice and seek redress for the harm they have experienced. 

Moreover, RTI enables survivors to engage with legal and support systems effectively, make 

informed decisions about their options, and advocate for their rights. By providing access to 

information about court procedures, available legal remedies, and their rights as witnesses or 

victims in criminal proceedings, RTI empowers survivors to navigate the complex legal process 

and engage meaningfully with law enforcement and judicial systems. 

Furthermore, RTI facilitates survivors' engagement with support systems by providing access to 

information about available support services, including shelters, counseling services, legal aid, 

and other resources. By equipping survivors with information about available support services 

and avenues for seeking help, RTI enables them to access the assistance and support they need to 
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rebuild their lives and recover from the trauma of gender-based violence. 

Empowerment, as a pillar of RTI, is essential in the context of addressing gender-based crimes 

by equipping survivors with the knowledge, resources, and support they need to seek redress, 

access justice, and rebuild their lives. RTI plays a critical role in empowering survivors by 

providing them with access to information about their legal rights, available support services, and 

avenues for seeking redress, enabling them to make informed decisions and engage meaningfully 

with legal and support systems. 

Furthermore, the Right to Information (RTI) contributes to empowering marginalized 

communities, including women and individuals belonging to marginalized gender identities, by 

enabling them to access information about policies, programs, and services aimed at addressing 

gender-based violence. By facilitating greater awareness, participation, and advocacy, RTI 

empowers these communities to challenge discriminatory practices, demand accountability from 

public authorities, and advocate for policy reforms that promote gender equality and justice. 

RTI serves as a crucial tool for marginalized communities to access information about their rights, 

available support services, and avenues for seeking redress in cases of gender-based violence. By 

providing access to information about relevant laws, policies, and programs, RTI enables 

marginalized communities to understand their legal rights and available resources, empowering 

them to navigate the complex process of seeking redress and accessing support services 

effectively. 

Moreover, RTI facilitates greater awareness and participation among marginalized communities 

by providing them with access to information about their rights and available resources. By 

empowering marginalized communities with knowledge about their legal options and 

entitlements, RTI enables them to make informed decisions and engage meaningfully with legal 

and support systems, thereby enhancing their ability to seek redress and access justice. 

Furthermore, RTI enables marginalized communities to advocate for policy reforms and 

institutional changes that promote gender equality and justice. By providing access to information 

about policies, programs, and services aimed at addressing gender-based violence, RTI empowers 

marginalized communities to challenge discriminatory practices, demand accountability from 

public authorities, and advocate for policy reforms that address the root causes of gender-based 

violence and promote gender equality. 

The Right to Information (RTI) contributes to empowering marginalized communities, including 

women and individuals belonging to marginalized gender identities, by enabling them to access 

information about policies, programs, and services aimed at addressing gender-based violence. 

By facilitating greater awareness, participation, and advocacy, RTI empowers marginalized 
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communities to challenge discriminatory practices, demand accountability from public 

authorities, and advocate for policy reforms that promote gender equality and justice. 

Transparency, accountability, and empowerment are fundamental principles that underpin the 

Right to Information (RTI) and its relevance in addressing gender-based crimes. By ensuring 

transparency in the functioning of institutions, holding perpetrators accountable, and empowering 

survivors and marginalized communities, RTI contributes to advancing gender equality and 

justice. However, realizing the full potential of RTI requires concerted efforts to strengthen legal 

frameworks, enhance institutional capacity, and promote awareness about the intersectionality of 

RTI with gender rights. 

Transparency serves as a cornerstone of RTI, ensuring openness and accessibility of information 

held by public authorities. It enables scrutiny of the handling of gender-based crimes, exposing 

instances of discrimination and injustice, and fostering trust in the justice system among survivors 

and the broader community. 

Accountability is closely intertwined with transparency, requiring public authorities to justify 

their actions and decisions related to gender-based crimes. RTI holds perpetrators accountable by 

providing access to information about investigations, prosecutions, and judicial decisions, 

thereby promoting responsible governance and ensuring justice for survivors. 

Empowerment, the third pillar of RTI, plays a pivotal role in enabling survivors and marginalized 

communities to assert their rights and participate meaningfully in decision-making processes. By 

providing access to critical information about legal rights, support services, and avenues for 

seeking redress, RTI empowers individuals to make informed choices and advocate for their 

rights. 

However, realizing the full potential of RTI in addressing gender-based crimes necessitates 

concerted efforts to strengthen legal frameworks, enhance institutional capacity, and promote 

awareness. Comprehensive RTI laws should explicitly recognize access to information related to 

gender-based violence as a fundamental right. Additionally, capacity-building programs for 

government officials and judicial authorities are essential to ensure effective implementation of 

RTI laws. Moreover, awareness-raising campaigns are crucial to educate survivors and the 

broader community about their rights under RTI laws and the intersectionality of RTI with gender 

rights. 

Transparency, accountability, and empowerment are foundational principles of RTI that play a 

crucial role in addressing gender-based crimes and advancing gender equality and justice. 

Realizing the full potential of RTI requires a holistic approach, including strengthening legal 

frameworks, enhancing institutional capacity, and promoting awareness about the 
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intersectionality of RTI with gender rights. By upholding these principles, RTI can serve as a 

powerful tool for combating gender-based crimes and promoting a more equitable and inclusive 

society. 

5.3.The Effectiveness of RTI in Addressing Gender-Based Crimes 

The effectiveness of the Right to Information (RTI) in addressing gender-based crimes, including 

gender-based violence, sexual harassment, and discrimination, is a topic of significant importance 

and scrutiny. This section aims to evaluate the impact of RTI in combating these pervasive issues, 

examining its effectiveness in empowering survivors, holding perpetrators accountable, and 

fostering systemic change within legal frameworks and societal norms. 

Empowering survivors is a crucial aspect of addressing gender-based crimes, and RTI plays a 

pivotal role in this regard by providing survivors with access to critical information about their 

rights, available support services, and avenues for seeking redress. By enabling survivors to make 

informed decisions and engage with support systems effectively, RTI contributes to empowering 

survivors to navigate the complex process of seeking justice and rebuilding their lives. 

Moreover, RTI serves as a tool for holding perpetrators accountable for their actions by providing 

access to information about investigations, prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to gender-

based crimes. By promoting transparency in the handling of cases and ensuring that perpetrators 

are held accountable for their actions, RTI contributes to deterrence and prevention of future acts 

of violence. 

Furthermore, RTI fosters systemic change within legal frameworks and societal norms by 

exposing instances of gender-based discrimination and inequality, promoting accountability, and 

advocating for policy reforms. By providing access to information about policies, programs, and 

services aimed at addressing gender-based crimes, RTI enables stakeholders to monitor the 

effectiveness and efficiency of interventions and advocate for greater accountability and redress. 

However, the effectiveness of RTI in addressing gender-based crimes is subject to various 

challenges and limitations, including bureaucratic hurdles, lack of awareness among survivors, 

and potential backlash from entrenched power structures. Additionally, the role of digital 

technologies and online platforms in facilitating or impeding access to information related to 

gender-based crimes warrants careful consideration. 

The effectiveness of the Right to Information (RTI) in addressing gender-based crimes is a 

complex and multifaceted issue that requires careful evaluation. While RTI has the potential to 

empower survivors, hold perpetrators accountable, and foster systemic change within legal 

frameworks and societal norms, its effectiveness is subject to various challenges and limitations. 

Addressing these challenges and leveraging the full potential of RTI in combating gender-based 
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crimes requires concerted efforts to strengthen legal frameworks, enhance institutional capacity, 

and promote awareness about the intersectionality of RTI with gender rights. 

RTI plays a crucial role in empowering survivors of gender-based crimes by providing them with 

access to essential information about their legal rights, available support services, and avenues 

for seeking redress. In many cases, survivors face systemic barriers and stigmatization, which can 

hinder their ability to seek justice and access support. RTI helps to address these challenges by 

enabling survivors to make informed decisions and engage with legal and support systems 

effectively. 

By accessing information about their legal rights, survivors are better equipped to navigate the 

complex legal process and understand the options available to them for seeking redress. RTI 

empowers survivors by providing them with information about the laws and policies that protect 

their rights, including avenues for reporting incidents of gender-based violence, obtaining 

protection orders, and accessing medical and psychological support. 

Furthermore, RTI enables survivors to access information about available support services, 

including shelters, counseling services, legal aid, and other resources. By equipping survivors 

with knowledge about available support services and avenues for seeking help, RTI enables them 

to access the assistance and support they need to rebuild their lives and recover from the trauma 

of gender-based violence. 

In addition to providing access to information, RTI also plays a crucial role in challenging the 

stigma and discrimination often faced by survivors of gender-based crimes. By promoting 

transparency and accountability in the handling of cases, RTI helps to expose instances of 

wrongdoing or negligence, hold perpetrators accountable for their actions, and challenge societal 

norms that perpetuate violence and discrimination. 

Overall, RTI contributes to restoring agency and autonomy to survivors of gender-based crimes 

by providing them with access to essential information, enabling them to make informed 

decisions, access support services, and engage with legal and support systems effectively. By 

empowering survivors in this way, RTI plays a crucial role in promoting gender equality and 

justice for survivors of gender-based violence. 

Moreover, the Right to Information (RTI) facilitates the documentation and dissemination of 

information about gender-based crimes, including their prevalence, impact, and underlying 

causes. This increased awareness not only validates survivors' experiences but also contributes to 

reducing the culture of silence and victim-blaming surrounding gender-based violence. 

RTI plays a crucial role in documenting and disseminating information about gender-based 

crimes by providing access to data, reports, and studies that highlight the prevalence and impact 
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of such crimes. By enabling researchers, activists, and policymakers to gather and analyze data 

on gender-based violence, RTI contributes to a better understanding of the scope and nature of 

these crimes, including their underlying causes and consequences. 

Furthermore, RTI helps to amplify survivors' voices and foster solidarity among affected 

individuals by providing platforms for sharing experiences and advocating for change. By 

enabling survivors to access information and resources, RTI empowers them to break the cycle 

of violence and advocate for their rights. 

Moreover, RTI contributes to challenging societal norms and attitudes that perpetuate gender-

based violence by raising awareness about the prevalence and impact of such crimes. By 

providing access to information about the root causes of gender-based violence, RTI helps to 

challenge victim-blaming and promote a culture of accountability and support for survivors. 

Overall, RTI plays a crucial role in documenting and disseminating information about gender-

based crimes, validating survivors' experiences, reducing the culture of silence and victim-

blaming, amplifying survivors' voices, fostering solidarity among affected individuals, and 

challenging societal norms and attitudes that perpetuate gender-based violence. By empowering 

survivors to break the cycle of violence and advocate for their rights, RTI contributes to 

promoting gender equality and justice for survivors of gender-based violence. 

Furthermore, the Right to Information (RTI) enables survivors to access information about 

available support services, including shelters, counseling, legal aid, and healthcare. This access 

to information equips survivors with the knowledge and resources they need to navigate the 

complex process of seeking redress and rebuilding their lives. 

Survivors of gender-based crimes often face numerous challenges in accessing support services 

due to various barriers, including lack of awareness, stigma, and limited resources. RTI addresses 

these barriers by providing survivors with access to information about the range of support 

services available to them. This includes information about shelters where survivors can find safe 

accommodation, counseling services to address their psychological and emotional needs, legal 

aid to navigate the legal process, and healthcare services to address any physical or medical needs 

arising from the trauma they have experienced. 

By connecting survivors with essential services and resources, RTI facilitates their recovery and 

promotes their well-being in the aftermath of trauma. Access to support services is crucial for 

survivors to rebuild their lives and move forward from the experience of gender-based violence. 

RTI ensures that survivors have the information they need to access the necessary support and 

resources to heal and recover. 

Moreover, RTI empowers survivors to make informed decisions about their options for seeking 
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redress and accessing support services. By providing access to information about available 

services, RTI enables survivors to choose the support options that best meet their needs and 

preferences. This empowers survivors to take control of their recovery process and access the 

support they need to rebuild their lives on their own terms. 

RTI plays a crucial role in empowering survivors of gender-based crimes by providing them with 

access to information about available support services. This access to information equips 

survivors with the knowledge and resources they need to navigate the complex process of seeking 

redress and rebuilding their lives, ultimately promoting their recovery and well-being in the 

aftermath of trauma. 

The Right to Information (RTI) serves as a critical tool for holding perpetrators of gender-based 

crimes accountable for their actions. By providing access to information about investigations, 

prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to such crimes, RTI enables survivors, advocates, and 

the public to monitor the progress and outcomes of cases. 

Transparency in the justice system's response is essential for ensuring accountability for gender-

based crimes. RTI allows survivors and advocates to track the status of investigations and legal 

proceedings, ensuring that cases are being handled with diligence and fairness. Access to 

information about prosecutions and judicial decisions enables stakeholders to assess whether 

perpetrators are being held accountable and whether justice is being served. 

Furthermore, RTI helps to expose instances of wrongdoing or negligence within the justice 

system, fostering accountability for failures or shortcomings in addressing gender-based crimes. 

By providing transparency in the handling of cases, RTI creates accountability mechanisms that 

hold perpetrators and institutions responsible for their actions or inaction. 

This transparency not only deters future acts of violence but also builds public confidence in the 

legal system's ability to deliver justice for survivors. When survivors and the broader community 

see that institutions responsible for addressing gender-based violence operate transparently and 

are responsive to the needs of survivors, it enhances trust in the justice system and reinforces the 

belief that justice can be achieved for survivors of gender-based violence. 

RTI serves as a critical tool for holding perpetrators of gender-based crimes accountable by 

providing transparency in the justice system's response. By enabling survivors, advocates, and 

the public to monitor the progress and outcomes of cases, RTI promotes accountability and fosters 

public confidence in the legal system's ability to deliver justice for survivors of gender-based 

violence. 

Moreover, the Right to Information (RTI) facilitates transparency in the allocation and utilization 

of resources for addressing gender-based crimes, enabling stakeholders to monitor the 
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effectiveness and efficiency of interventions. By scrutinizing resource allocation and expenditure, 

RTI helps identify gaps, inefficiencies, and disparities in the provision of services and support 

for survivors. 

RTI plays a crucial role in holding public authorities accountable for fulfilling their obligations 

to prevent and respond to gender-based violence effectively. Access to information about 

resource allocation and expenditure allows stakeholders, including survivors, advocates, civil 

society organizations, and the public, to monitor how resources are being allocated and utilized 

to address gender-based crimes. 

By examining resource allocation and expenditure, RTI enables stakeholders to identify gaps and 

disparities in the provision of services and support for survivors of gender-based violence. This 

information can be used to advocate for more equitable distribution of resources and ensure that 

vulnerable populations have access to the support services they need. 

Furthermore, RTI helps identify inefficiencies in the delivery of services and interventions aimed 

at addressing gender-based violence. By scrutinizing how resources are being utilized, 

stakeholders can identify areas where improvements are needed to enhance the effectiveness and 

efficiency of interventions. 

Overall, RTI serves as a powerful accountability mechanism that ensures public authorities are 

held responsible for fulfilling their obligations to prevent and respond to gender-based violence 

effectively. By facilitating transparency in the allocation and utilization of resources, RTI enables 

stakeholders to monitor the effectiveness and efficiency of interventions and advocate for 

improvements to better support survivors of gender-based violence. 

Furthermore, the Right to Information (RTI) exposes instances of institutional failures, 

negligence, or complicity in perpetuating gender-based crimes. By shedding light on systemic 

issues such as inadequate law enforcement, biased judicial practices, and insufficient support 

services, RTI catalyzes institutional reforms aimed at addressing root causes and systemic 

barriers to justice. 

RTI serves as a critical tool for holding institutions accountable for their actions or inaction in 

addressing gender-based crimes. Access to information about institutional practices and 

responses to gender-based violence allows stakeholders, including survivors, advocates, civil 

society organizations, and the public, to scrutinize the performance of public authorities and 

identify areas where improvements are needed. 

By exposing instances of institutional failures, negligence, or complicity, RTI creates pressure 

for policy reforms and institutional changes that prioritize the rights and safety of survivors and 

marginalized communities. This accountability mechanism drives demand for greater 
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accountability and transparency in the functioning of institutions responsible for preventing and 

responding to gender-based violence. 

Moreover, RTI contributes to addressing root causes and systemic barriers to justice by 

highlighting deficiencies in law enforcement, judicial practices, and support services. By 

identifying gaps and shortcomings in the institutional response to gender-based crimes, RTI 

provides valuable insights that can inform policy reforms and institutional changes aimed at 

addressing the underlying factors that perpetuate gender-based violence. 

Overall, RTI plays a crucial role in exposing institutional failures, negligence, or complicity in 

perpetuating gender-based crimes and catalyzing institutional reforms aimed at addressing root 

causes and systemic barriers to justice. By creating pressure for policy reforms and institutional 

changes, RTI contributes to promoting the rights and safety of survivors and marginalized 

communities and advancing gender equality and justice. 

The Right to Information (RTI) contributes to fostering systemic change within legal frameworks 

and societal norms by exposing and challenging discriminatory practices and structural 

inequalities. By enabling individuals and organizations to gather data, conduct research, and share 

information about gender-based crimes, RTI creates a knowledge base for advocacy and policy 

reform efforts. 

RTI serves as a powerful tool for exposing discriminatory practices and structural inequalities 

within legal frameworks and societal norms. Access to information about gender-based crimes 

allows stakeholders, including survivors, advocates, researchers, and policymakers, to identify 

patterns of discrimination and inequality in the provision of services, access to justice, and 

treatment of survivors. 

By shedding light on these issues, RTI creates awareness and generates public discourse around 

the systemic barriers and injustices faced by survivors of gender-based violence. This increased 

awareness helps to challenge societal norms and attitudes that perpetuate gender-based violence 

and discrimination, fostering a more inclusive and equitable society. 

Moreover, RTI enables stakeholders to gather data and conduct research to better understand the 

root causes and consequences of gender-based violence. This evidence-based approach informs 

the development of targeted interventions and legislative reforms aimed at preventing gender-

based violence and promoting gender equality. 

By providing access to information about gender-based crimes, RTI empowers stakeholders to 

advocate for policy reforms and systemic changes that address the underlying factors contributing 

to gender-based violence. This advocacy efforts, informed by data and research, can lead to the 

implementation of targeted interventions and legislative reforms that address the root causes of 
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gender-based violence and promote gender equality within legal frameworks and societal norms. 

Overall, RTI contributes to fostering systemic change within legal frameworks and societal norms 

by exposing and challenging discriminatory practices and structural inequalities. By creating a 

knowledge base for advocacy and policy reform efforts, RTI empowers stakeholders to advocate 

for targeted interventions and legislative reforms aimed at preventing gender-based violence and 

promoting gender equality. 

Moreover, the Right to Information (RTI) facilitates greater transparency and accountability in 

policymaking processes, enabling stakeholders to participate meaningfully and hold public 

authorities accountable for addressing gender-based crimes. By providing access to information 

about policymaking processes related to gender-based violence, RTI empowers stakeholders, 

including survivors, civil society organizations, government agencies, and the media, to engage 

in informed dialogue and advocacy efforts. 

RTI plays a crucial role in promoting transparency in policymaking processes by providing access 

to information about the development, implementation, and evaluation of policies and programs 

aimed at addressing gender-based crimes. This transparency allows stakeholders to monitor the 

progress and outcomes of policy initiatives, identify areas for improvement, and hold public 

authorities accountable for their actions and decisions. 

Furthermore, RTI enables stakeholders to participate meaningfully in policymaking processes by 

providing access to information about opportunities for engagement, including public 

consultations, hearings, and decision-making forums. By engaging with diverse stakeholders, 

including survivors, civil society organizations, government agencies, and the media, RTI fosters 

collaboration and dialogue to identify effective strategies for preventing and responding to 

gender-based violence. 

Through collaboration and dialogue facilitated by RTI, stakeholders can exchange knowledge, 

share best practices, and develop evidence-based recommendations for policy reforms and 

interventions aimed at addressing gender-based crimes. This participatory approach ensures that 

policies and programs are informed by the experiences and perspectives of those affected by 

gender-based violence, leading to more effective and responsive interventions. 

Moreover, RTI enables stakeholders to hold public authorities accountable for their actions and 

decisions related to addressing gender-based crimes. By providing access to information about 

the implementation and outcomes of policies and programs, RTI empowers stakeholders to assess 

the effectiveness and impact of interventions and advocate for necessary reforms to improve the 

response to gender-based violence. 

RTI facilitates greater transparency and accountability in policymaking processes related to 
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gender-based crimes, enabling stakeholders to participate meaningfully and hold public 

authorities accountable for their actions and decisions. By engaging with diverse stakeholders 

and fostering collaboration and dialogue, RTI promotes the development of effective strategies 

for preventing and responding to gender-based violence. 

Furthermore, the Right to Information (RTI) challenges societal norms and attitudes that 

perpetuate gender-based violence and discrimination by promoting greater awareness, education, 

and public discourse. RTI serves as a platform for amplifying diverse voices and experiences, 

creating opportunities for challenging harmful stereotypes, promoting gender equality, and 

fostering a culture of respect and dignity for all individuals regardless of gender identity. 

RTI facilitates greater awareness and education about the prevalence, impact, and root causes of 

gender-based violence and discrimination. By providing access to information about these issues, 

RTI enables individuals and communities to better understand the dynamics of gender-based 

violence and discrimination and the ways in which they are perpetuated within society. 

Moreover, RTI creates opportunities for amplifying diverse voices and experiences, including 

those of survivors, activists, and marginalized communities. By providing a platform for sharing 

stories and perspectives, RTI challenges dominant narratives and stereotypes about gender roles 

and norms, highlighting the diverse experiences of individuals affected by gender-based violence 

and discrimination. 

Through public discourse facilitated by RTI, stakeholders can engage in critical discussions about 

the underlying factors contributing to gender-based violence and discrimination, including 

societal norms, attitudes, and power dynamics. By promoting open dialogue and debate, RTI 

fosters a culture of reflection and learning, encouraging individuals and communities to question 

and challenge harmful beliefs and behaviors. 

Furthermore, RTI promotes gender equality by providing access to information about policies, 

programs, and initiatives aimed at promoting gender equality and addressing gender-based 

violence. By highlighting efforts to promote gender equality and challenge gender-based 

violence, RTI encourages individuals and communities to actively support and participate in 

efforts to create a more inclusive and equitable society. 

Overall, RTI plays a crucial role in challenging societal norms and attitudes that perpetuate 

gender-based violence and discrimination by promoting greater awareness, education, and public 

discourse. By amplifying diverse voices and experiences, RTI creates opportunities for 

challenging harmful stereotypes, promoting gender equality, and fostering a culture of respect 

and dignity for all individuals regardless of gender identity. 

The Right to Information (RTI) emerges as an effective tool in addressing gender-based crimes 
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by empowering survivors, holding perpetrators accountable, and fostering systemic change 

within legal frameworks and societal norms. RTI serves as a catalyst for promoting transparency, 

accountability, and access to justice, crucial components in combating gender-based violence and 

discrimination. 

Empowering survivors is a cornerstone of RTI's impact, as it provides them with access to critical 

information about their rights, available support services, and avenues for seeking redress. By 

enabling survivors to make informed decisions and engage effectively with legal and support 

systems, RTI restores agency and autonomy to individuals who often face systemic barriers and 

stigmatization. 

Moreover, RTI contributes to holding perpetrators accountable for their actions by providing 

access to information about investigations, prosecutions, and judicial decisions related to gender-

based crimes. This transparency not only deters future acts of violence but also builds public 

confidence in the legal system's ability to deliver justice for survivors. 

Additionally, RTI fosters systemic change within legal frameworks and societal norms by 

exposing discriminatory practices and structural inequalities. By creating a knowledge base for 

advocacy and policy reform efforts, RTI empowers stakeholders to advocate for targeted 

interventions and legislative reforms aimed at preventing gender-based violence and promoting 

gender equality. 

However, realizing the full potential of RTI requires concerted efforts to strengthen legal 

frameworks, enhance institutional capacity, and promote awareness about the intersectionality of 

RTI with gender rights. Through a comprehensive and integrated approach, RTI can contribute 

to creating a more equitable and just society free from gender-based violence and discrimination. 

RTI holds immense potential as a tool for addressing gender-based crimes, but its effectiveness 

relies on ongoing efforts to strengthen its implementation and integration within broader efforts 

to promote gender equality and justice. By empowering survivors, holding perpetrators 

accountable, and fostering systemic change, RTI plays a crucial role in advancing towards a 

society where everyone can live free from the fear of gender-based violence and discrimination. 

 

6. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

While the Right to Information (RTI) holds significant promise in addressing gender-based 

crimes, several challenges and opportunities must be acknowledged and addressed to maximize 

its effectiveness. This section will explore the key challenges facing the implementation of RTI 

in the context of combating gender-based violence, as well as the opportunities for overcoming 

these challenges and harnessing the full potential of RTI. 
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6.1 Challenges 

One of the primary challenges facing the effective implementation of RTI in addressing gender-

based crimes is bureaucratic hurdles within public institutions. Despite legal provisions 

guaranteeing the right to information, bureaucratic processes, such as cumbersome application 

procedures, delays in responding to information requests, and arbitrary denials of access, often 

impede individuals' ability to exercise their rights effectively. This bureaucratic red tape creates 

barriers for survivors seeking information about their legal rights, available support services, and 

avenues for seeking redress, undermining their empowerment and access to justice. 

Another challenge is the lack of awareness among survivors of gender-based crimes about their 

rights under RTI and the available mechanisms for accessing information. Many survivors may 

be unaware of their right to request information from public authorities or may lack the 

knowledge and skills to navigate the complex process of submitting information requests. This 

lack of awareness and capacity-building hampers survivors' ability to access critical information 

about available support services, legal remedies, and avenues for seeking redress, limiting their 

empowerment and agency in navigating the justice system. 

Additionally, the implementation of RTI in addressing gender-based crimes may face backlash 

from entrenched power structures, including patriarchal norms, discriminatory attitudes, and 

vested interests. Public authorities and other powerful actors may resist transparency and 

accountability measures that challenge their authority or expose instances of institutional failures, 

negligence, or complicity in perpetuating gender-based violence. This resistance can manifest in 

various forms, including harassment, intimidation, or legal challenges against individuals or 

organizations advocating for greater transparency and accountability. 

Furthermore, the digital divide and disparities in access to information and technology pose 

significant challenges to the effective implementation of RTI in addressing gender-based crimes. 

While digital technologies offer opportunities for enhancing transparency, accountability, and 

access to information, marginalized communities, including women and individuals belonging to 

marginalized gender identities, may face barriers such as lack of internet connectivity, digital 

literacy, and access to digital devices. This digital divide exacerbates existing inequalities and 

limits the ability of these communities to exercise their rights under RTI effectively. 

 

6.2 Opportunities 

Despite these challenges, there are opportunities for overcoming barriers and maximizing the 

effectiveness of RTI in addressing gender-based crimes. One such opportunity is the 
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strengthening of legal frameworks to protect and promote the right to information in the context 

of gender-based violence. This includes enacting comprehensive RTI laws that incorporate 

gender-sensitive provisions, establishing specialized mechanisms for addressing information 

requests related to gender-based crimes, and providing training and capacity-building programs 

for public officials on gender-responsive information disclosure practices. 

Another opportunity is enhancing awareness and capacity-building initiatives targeted at 

survivors of gender-based crimes, civil society organizations, legal professionals, and the broader 

community. By raising awareness about the right to information, available support services, and 

legal remedies, and providing training on how to exercise RTI effectively, these initiatives 

empower survivors to navigate the justice system, access critical information, and advocate for 

their rights. Moreover, awareness-raising efforts can help challenge stereotypes, promote gender 

equality, and foster a culture of transparency and accountability in addressing gender-based 

violence. 

Furthermore, leveraging technology and innovation can address challenges related to the digital 

divide and access to information. This includes developing online platforms, mobile applications, 

and other digital tools that facilitate the submission of information requests, dissemination of 

information about available support services, and access to legal resources for survivors of 

gender-based crimes. By harnessing digital technologies, RTI initiatives can reach marginalized 

communities, bridge the digital divide, and empower individuals to exercise their rights 

effectively. 

Lastly, building partnerships and collaboration among government agencies, civil society 

organizations, academia, and the media is essential for overcoming challenges and maximizing 

the impact of RTI in addressing gender-based crimes. By working together, these stakeholders 

can leverage their respective expertise, resources, and networks to advocate for policy reforms, 

enhance institutional capacity, and promote public awareness about the intersectionality of RTI 

with gender rights. Moreover, collaboration facilitates knowledge-sharing, mutual support, and 

collective action, strengthening the overall response to gender-based violence and promoting 

gender equality. 

In conclusion, while the implementation of the Right to Information (RTI) in addressing gender-

based crimes faces significant challenges, there are opportunities for overcoming barriers and 

maximizing its effectiveness. By strengthening legal frameworks, enhancing awareness and 

capacity-building initiatives, leveraging technology and innovation, and building partnerships 

and collaboration, stakeholders can address challenges and harness the full potential of RTI in 

promoting transparency, accountability, and access to justice for survivors of gender-based 
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violence. 

 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

In light of the challenges and opportunities identified in the preceding sections, several 

recommendations are proposed to maximize the effectiveness of the Right to Information (RTI) 

in addressing gender-based crimes. 

Firstly, there is a pressing need to strengthen legal frameworks by enacting comprehensive RTI 

laws that incorporate gender-sensitive provisions. These provisions should ensure that 

information related to gender-based crimes is accessible and that specialized mechanisms are 

established for addressing information requests concerning such crimes. Additionally, legal 

frameworks should guarantee the protection of survivors' privacy and confidentiality when 

accessing information about their cases. 

Secondly, efforts should focus on enhancing awareness and capacity-building initiatives targeted 

at survivors, civil society organizations, legal professionals, and the broader community. These 

initiatives should empower individuals to navigate the justice system, access critical information 

about their rights and available support services, and advocate effectively for their rights. 

Education and training programs can play a crucial role in raising awareness about gender-based 

crimes, the legal framework surrounding them, and the role of RTI in addressing them. 

Leveraging technology and innovation is crucial for addressing disparities in access to 

information and bridging the digital divide. Initiatives such as online portals, mobile applications, 

and digital literacy programs can improve access to RTI mechanisms, especially for marginalized 

communities. Moreover, efforts should be made to ensure that digital platforms are accessible to 

individuals with disabilities and are available in multiple languages to cater to diverse 

communities. 

Furthermore, building partnerships and collaboration among government agencies, civil society 

organizations, academia, and the media is essential for advocating for policy reforms, enhancing 

institutional capacity, and promoting public awareness about the intersectionality of RTI with 

gender rights. Collaborative initiatives can facilitate the exchange of knowledge, resources, and 

best practices, leading to more effective interventions in addressing gender-based violence. 

By implementing these recommendations in a coordinated and holistic manner, stakeholders can 

overcome challenges and harness the full potential of RTI in promoting transparency, 

accountability, and access to justice for survivors of gender-based violence. These efforts are 

crucial for creating a more equitable and just society where everyone can live free from the fear 

of gender-based violence and discrimination. 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|March 2024 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 

Page | 50  
 

 

 

 

8. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the Right to Information (RTI) emerges as a powerful tool in addressing the 

multifaceted challenges of gender-based crimes. Throughout this analysis, we have highlighted 

the pivotal role of RTI in empowering survivors, holding perpetrators accountable, and fostering 

systemic change within legal frameworks and societal norms. RTI facilitates transparency, 

accountability, and access to justice by providing survivors with critical information about their 

rights, available support services, and avenues for seeking redress. Moreover, RTI exposes 

instances of gender-based violence, challenges discriminatory practices, and promotes gender 

equality by amplifying diverse voices and fostering public awareness and advocacy. 

Moving forward, concerted efforts from policymakers, civil society organizations, and other 

stakeholders are essential to leverage the potential of RTI in promoting gender justice and 

equality. This requires strengthening legal frameworks to incorporate gender-sensitive 

provisions, enhancing awareness and capacity-building initiatives, leveraging technology and 

innovation to bridge the digital divide, and building partnerships and collaboration to advocate 

for policy reforms and institutional changes. By working together in a coordinated and holistic 

manner, stakeholders can harness the transformative power of RTI to create a more equitable and 

just society free from gender-based violence and discrimination. 
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